Center for Innovation, Commercialization and Entrepreneurship (CICE)
ResearchGrant Competition
FY 2021
Requests for Proposals (RFP)

GUIDELINES
PLEASE READ AS IMPORTANT CHANGES HAVE OCCURED

Call for Proposals:

The Center forinnovation, Commercializeon and Entrepreneursh{i€ICE) is accepting proposals for
the 2021 CICE InnovationGrants CIGs). All research efforts and support must be compliant with IRB
guidance, IACUC guidance, 2 CFR 200, Office of Federal Research Integrity guidance and edibkgppli
federal and state laws and regulations, and Uniyeasid System policy. Total fundingavailableis expected
to be approximately$30,000$55,000with individual grants ranging frorf81,000— $8,000per awargdand7 —

15 proposals are anticipatexreceive funding.

The purpose offe grant program is to support and be a steward of the development or application «
emerging technologies and innovatioims STEM. The goal being that the principal investigator (PI) will
eventually obtain external suppdor the development of research of these technologies at Lamar University.
This call for proposal responds to theamar University Strategic Planht{p://www.lamar.edu/about
lu/strategieplan.htm), Areall: Leverage Lamar University’s core strength$ile elevating the quality of
educationh programs and scholarship. The administration of thistg@ogram aims to: (1) enhance
productivityand advance progressinnovative technology research, scholarship, and creative activity; and (2)
develop progans in high profile niche research argm&luding speciized and multidisciplinaryprograms.

The proposed work must fall under one of the following categories

1. Researchopics relevant t@mergingtechnologythat is deemed innovatiyecommercialization
of applied researchvith a specific focus of creating iraptful productsksrvices to industry
and/or consumerg Award amount: $2,000$4,000)

2. Adoption & advancement of learning new technologies for thasbaf a cotse or a course
project.(Award amout: $2,000 -$4,000)

3. Projecs advancing emergingtechnologiegelatedto biotechnology, nanotechnology artificial
intelligence. Award is limited to 1-2 projects (Award amount: $5,000 $7,000, with
preferencdo prgects proposing multidisciplinary apyach)

CICE STEM Priority Topics:

Drone Technology
Application/Development

3D Printing / Advanced
Manufacturing

AdvancedM aterials

Nanotechnology

Virtual/Augmented Reality
(VR/IAR)

Biotechnology

Artific ial Intelligence

Blockchain Development

Cybersecurity

Voice Recognition

Process Technologies

Water Treatment/Control

Eligibility :

Participation is open to all LU faculty who are eligible to apply for external sugmaxrdng to the
Investigator  Eligibility  Policyhttps://www.lamar.edu/research/defining -the-eligibility -of-principal -
investigators.html). Requests for exceptions to thkgibility policy should be submitted by email to CICE
prior to the FEP deadline Each PI or Ca?l must have a current Financial Conflict of Interest Policy listing all
funded and normdnded research interests
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Important Dates:

Application Opens: March 18", 2021

Application Deadline: 5:00 p.m., April 14, 2021

Award Notification: April 26", 2021

Award Period: May 15t — September 30, 2021
Guidelines:

x All dates and schedles are subject to change due to forcgema (such as pand&mor natural
disasters Notifications of changes will be semtadvance.

x Pls may only submit one proposal as the lead investig&tpou submit in error, you may not withdraw
the submission due to Competition Space desiglead Pl can serve as & for a second preit led
by another PI.

x Deadlinefor submittal isApril 14" by 5:00 p.m Applications that do not adhere to $eeRFP
guidelines or have incomplete information may resultr@jection withoutreview and/or beineligible
for funding. No latesubmissions willbe accepted. After thproposal submission,no changesor
additions can be made to the application.

Proposal Instructions:

X The proposal must be written in a clear, comcsanner, schatexternalreviewerswho are not in
academa but from other technical disciplinewill be capable of comprehendjthe ntent and
objectives of the research.

x Changes cannot be made after the application is subraitiédny application thalbes not adhere to
the RFP instrations will be ineligible for fading.

X Proposals must be submitted using Competi@ipace:
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- Patentgpplicationsor legal fees

Quesions:

All questions regarding the request for proposal process shalidmeitted in writing to Tejus Mane,
CICE Commercializatiolssociate tmane@lamar.edpueries may also be directed to the CICE Diredaul
Latiolais atpaul.latiolais@lamar.edu

Proposal Processing andReview

All proposals will be initially screened internally byGE staff for adherence to the RFP instructions
and deadlines. All mposals will be scrubbed of identifying information and the prggemposal will be
reviewedby threeexternal reviewersRevieweridentification will not be released to the PI.

Eachreviewer will provide'blind” electronic feedback, not just numeric scai#CE mes final
award decisions based on the funding alleddb the program, number of proposals received and merit scores
of each proposalFunding is contingent on availability of funds. The Director of the CICE, with guidance from
review committee, shalladermine the allocation of funds to the proposals that have been recommended for
funding to maximize the impact of available funds.

In
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4. Student training: 10 points.

Does the project activelyvolve graduatestudents in generating thpeoject outputWill the student
engagement in the proposed activities lead to completion of graduate theses otidisewdl the
student bavorking in amultidisciplinaryteam?

5. Schedule of project activities: 10 points.
Does the scheduld project activities seeneanlistic? Are the project milestones relevant to the research
objectives?

6. BudgefBudget Jusification: 10 points.
Doesthe project budget seem reasonable with sufficient det&ii€?all cests allowable, allocable and
corsistently treated?

7. Priority Initiative : 30 points.

Interdisciplinary collaborations internal to the University areoemaged(10 points) In this funding
cycle, additional priority points are offered to {GECE-relevant topics as listed above ah@mnonstrate

a sound scope of work plan forlCE funding (10 points) and/orresearch that has, at the time of
submission, enfirmed collaboration with the local industriajencyor a demonstrable pathway to
commecialization for licensing or have a bass a startug10 pointg.

The exernal reviewewill also provide comments on theosing crteriathatwill be considerd in selectinghe
awardees.

Award Terms and Conditions:

1. Award extensionsiall be allowed for €CCE grant awards, if circumstanceswsant and the review
agrees to an extension. Ersons only refer to award time period.

2. All unexpended funding must be appropriated and expended by Septefip2025.

3. The Pl is expected to prepare any F3.2s and/or purchasing for theipgyged. CICE will not be
responsible for any purchasing (including Cardinal Purclpyeparation of F3.2 contracts.

Written appoval from the CICHs required prior to implementing any change to the scope of
work. Actions likely to be considered a change of scope include, but are not limited to, the
following:

a. Change in the objectives or specific goals approved at the time of award;

b. Shifting emphais of research from one area to another; or

c. Transferring the performance of substantive progratiwmvork to a third party by contract or

any other meas.

4. Budget or scope of work violations gneesult in loss of CICEunding eligibility for an
indetermirate number years. Disallowed costs will not be permitted as part of any budget
amendment.

5. Grant accant closeout will automatically occur within 3@days following the award period end
date.

6. A final progect report documaing the accomplishment of the project is due tGEwithin 30 days
of the project end date. Projects late or negligent in reporting will be prohibited fromffuidneg.

7. In the evat that a Pl leaves the University, involuntarilyvotuntarily, priorto the end of the award
period, the cePl can take over as primary awaradehe project. Otherwis@wardee’ean or
department Chahas the responsibility of notifying CIC&nd returning the award amount to CICE

8. IT related purchases including softedicenses requireU complianceapproval prior to processing
purchaseorders.

9. All publicationgpresentationshall reference/dmowledgeCICE funding.
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Project Title

Project Abstract [The project abstract is designed to describe the resaaget, goals, and results in
language easily read by therge
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Detailed Bidget

[Provide a budget table and justifications of the proposed budget. An kexaftipe budget table is given

below. Salary calculations should utilize the primadary amount as listed in Banner and may include a 2-

3% cost of living in the second year of funding. Fringe should be calculated based on actual costs. Universit
Career Center rates for students$i$0 per hour for undergraduate, $1,000 per month for graduate student
pursuing master degrees, and $1,500 per month for graduates students pursuing doctoral degrees. For mast
and doctoral students, the specified ratesatr60% FTE, so onthly rates could be smaller if budgeted for a
smaller amount of tiej

Detailed Budgefustification

[Provide budget justificatio. Be aware that all funding and costs are required by law to be reasonable,
allowable, and allocable. These line items vabmiclude PI time along with any fringe benefits, supplies,
subcontractsequipment, printing, travémileage to research site of\etc. A correspnding budget narrative

must clearly identify the cost of each line item. Salaries must be listed in comjurith the identified

personnel. Funding for anyone listed on other awards, grants, agreements, or contracts, or teaching is subjec

CICE Project Grant Pragm




